Prof. Friedrich Hildebrand und Ernst Ballard

It was not until 1898 that Professor Friedrich Hildebrand, a botanist at the University of
Heidelberg, published a brief report on his crossing experiments with the then known species of
the genus Hepatica. None apparently satisfied him, except one. He wrote that it was amazing
that the puny white Hepatica nobilis, of all species, had handsome offspring with the blue
Hepatica transsilvanica and described it with great passion. Breeding takes long years, so he
probably hadn't gotten very far with propagation when World War I broke out. After that,
nothing more was heard of them. Had they died, for lack of care? Or stolen and cultivated
incorrectly? No one knows. But in the middle of the war, in 1916, a single new plant appeared in
England, bred by Ernst Ballard, = " Ballardii*, which looks like a beautiful picture of
"Hildebrand's plants" - with large, beautifully shaped light blue flowers. Until long after the
World War this was the only hybrid, probably in England, sparingly distributed among
enthusiasts, and even today its number has not greatly increased, because this hybrid can not be
cultivated from seed. Unfortunately it is sterilel
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Ueber Bastardirungsexperiments zwischen einigen
Hepatica-Arten,

Ves
Prof. Friedrich Hildebrand,
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_ Scbon fm Jabre 1890 begann jch Bestiubusgen zwischen
cimigen Arten der Gattun Hepetiea vorzunehmen, um za er-
kunden, ob hier die Bm:ginn‘ mOglich sed, und welcho Eigen-
schaften die etwa sich ergebenden Bastarde seigen wirdea, Solche
kamen nun such wirklich in mehrerea Falles ta Stande, sio wuchsen
aber meist sebr langsam, 30 dass der Abschlsss der Experiments
uod Beobachtungen sich sebr in die Linge zog. Schliesalich er-
gab s sich, dass die Resultate dis viels langjahriges Mobe niche
sonderlich lobntes, so dass ich fast Asstand sakm, dieselben mit.
mutheiles, ish mochts aber doch meine Beobachtungen sicht ganz
umsonst gemscht habes, welche vislleickt dock fir manchen
von einigem Interesse sind. -

. Za dea imentea wurden benutst ansere Hepatica triloda
mit blagea mit weissen Blaten, die bhnblam
angulosa und die weisblatige Hepatica acwtiloda (nun'uuc
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