
Prof. Friedrich Hildebrand und Ernst Ballard 
 

It was not until 1898 that Professor Friedrich Hildebrand, a botanist at the University of 

Heidelberg, published a brief report on his crossing experiments with the then known species of 

the genus Hepatica. None apparently satisfied him, except one. He wrote that it was amazing 

that the puny white Hepatica nobilis, of all species, had handsome offspring with the blue 

Hepatica transsilvanica and described it with great passion. Breeding takes long years, so he 

probably hadn't gotten very far with propagation when World War I broke out. After that, 

nothing more was heard of them. Had they died, for lack of care? Or stolen and cultivated 

incorrectly? No one knows. But in the middle of the war, in 1916, a single new plant appeared in 

England, bred by Ernst Ballard, = `Ballardii`, which looks like a beautiful picture of 

"Hildebrand's plants" - with large, beautifully shaped light blue flowers. Until long after the 

World War this was the only hybrid, probably in England, sparingly distributed among 

enthusiasts, and even today its number has not greatly increased, because this hybrid can not be 

cultivated from seed. Unfortunately it is sterile! 

Marlene Ahlburg, 2008 

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) 

Crossings were reported in 1898, Prof. Friedrich Hildebrand, Heidelberg  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


